Thursday, October 23, 2003
Job 8:1 - 10:22

Bildad now speaks and repeats what he feels is the obvious problem. He agrees with Eliphaz; Job’s sin is that of an otherwise righteous man and he should accept his time of pruning and beware of criticizing God. Bildad points out what he considers the obvious: Job’s children were struck down because of their sin. (In 1:5 we read that Job regularly made offering for his children, so he may have also had concern over their faith.) Bildad’s logic, like Eliphaz’, clung to the idea that this evil had to have been brought on by some action of Job’s.


Job follows up on Bildad’s challenge that if Job is a righteous man, he should go and plead with God. Job doubts (correctly) that any man could be righteous before God, who sees into the heart and soul of every person. Job knows that he cannot stand before God; cannot argue with Him; cannot say that he is innocent because in that statement he would make himself a sinner. Then he says something that has to make Christians smile. He says, “If only there were someone to arbitrate between us… to remove God’s rod from me”. (9:33-34) We want to be there with Job to tell him what God will do for him in Jesus; what He has already done for us!

In chapter 10 Job turns his words to God. He doesn’t know what to say so he tirades and pleads and accuses. Has God created him just to destroy him? There is a tone in Job’s words that is the cry of the confused. Job cannot fathom WHY he is suffering. Perhaps Job, like his friends, had always believed that sinners suffer and the righteous prosper. It was a belief of most people in his time. But now Job has suddenly come face to face with a contradiction to this belief. He knows that he has followed God’s instructions; he has offered sacrifice for his sin; he has offered sacrifice for the sins of his children! Yet they are dead and he is suffering greatly. Suddenly Job has been taken out of the comfortable belief that if he does everything right, life will go smoothly. It has become imperative that he find the answers to his questions. But Job still has not cursed God, nor rejected Him as his Lord. 
